
 

 

 

The Marriage Ceremony 

Of 

Blake Johnathon Gatley 

and 

Alana Rae Teasdale 

On 

Friday 2nd September 2016 at 4.30 pm 

At 

The Four Winds Vineyard, 

9 Patemans Lane, 

Murrumbateman NSW 2582 
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Shanul is set up ready near the glass doors by 4.15pm. 

Blake and the groomsmen gather to the front by 4.15, to the right of the 

Celebrant, Blake, Zac, Josh, Craig and Jake, then audience is asked to gather 

and family take their seats – (Martin & Wicket later), Sharnie and John in 

front – Andy behind on the right facing the front. Michelle and Graeme in front 

on the left and Pop behind.  

Martin contacts Evan on approach.  

First announcements:  

Welcome everyone, please take your places in preparation for the arrival of 

our bridal party. Blake and Alana ask that you please switch your phones to 

silent and put all electronics away as they would prefer that no photos are 

taken until the reception when you can post on social media to your hearts’ 

content. Thank you. 

When the Bridal car arrives the Bride & Bridesmaids wait in the foyer with 

Martin.  

Lisa signals Shanul to start the music as she heads to greet the bride. Then 

rejoins the Grooms at the front.  

Krystal walks down with Wicket, followed slowly by Eliza and then Liza. As 

each bridesmaid gets to Blake they greet him with a hug and then take their 

place to the Celebrant’s left. Martin comes forward with Alana, Alana hands 

her bouquet to Liza, then Martin shakes hands with Blake and places Alana’s 

hand into Blake’s. Then Martin takes Wicket from Krystal and sits down. The 

girls pass down the bouquets till Krystal holds one. 

Blake and Alana stand facing the guests a little in front of Lisa (Celebrant) 

and wait for the end of Nota d’Amore. 
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Ceremony begins: 

Family and friends, on behalf of Blake and Alana, I welcome you here to this 

gorgeous winery to witness their marriage and celebrate the public 

declaration of their commitment to each other.  

My name is Lisa Joy Teasdale and I am authorised by law to solemnise this 

marriage according to law.  

All weddings are special but this one has extra special meaning for me. 

Today I am touched and delighted to be able to join in marriage my daughter 

and her special man, in the presence of you, their family and friends. 

As you are all gathered from different stages of Blake and Alana’s lives, they 

asked that I introduce to you the important people that are standing 

alongside them today.  

Firstly their groomsmen – Zac, their Best Man, who met Blake on their first 

day of uni and went on to live in shared accommodation with Alana and 

Blake in Wagga; Josh who has been a close friend since they worked 

together at the BWS in Wagga; Craig who has been Blake’s mate since high 

school, and Jake, who has known Blake since primary school in 

Campbelltown.  

And their bridesmaids – Liza, their Maid of Honour, who has known Alana 

since primary school; Eliza, who was Alana’s closest friend at university and 

who has travelled from England to be here today, and Krystal, Blake’s sister, 

who also did an excellent job escorting the family dog, Wicket. Applause. 

Family and friends, many of you know that Alana and Blake have been 

together since university in Wagga. Her dad and I first met Blake when 

Alana brought him and her then boyfriend to visit us in Canberra. Both 

seemed nice guys but shortly afterwards the boyfriend’s name wasn’t 

mentioned and we kept hearing about Blake! And so their relationship 

progressed. It is hard to believe that was nearly five years ago! As you see, 

both of them made the right choice and we are so happy for them. Our 

family has seen some ups and downs over the years and both Martin and I 

have really enjoyed seeing Alana and Blake’s relationship develop. We have 

especially enjoyed watching the relationship grow between them and our 

son, Evan, and his wife, Ishta, and their sharing of common interests – such 

as movies and gaming! 

So today I take delight in being here not only as Alana’s mother, and soon to 

be Blake’s mother-in-law, but as their Celebrant, helping them officiate and 

definitely celebrate, the next stage of their lives together. 
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Blake and Alana, before you are joined in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and 

binding nature of the relationship in which you are now about to enter.  

Marriage according to the law in Australia, is the union of a man and a 

woman to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.  

Friends and family, please be aware that Blake and Alana look forward to 

the day that this limitation is removed to allow for all couples to be married. 

The Asking 

Celebrant addresses Blake 

Blake, do you take Alana to be your lawfully wedded wife, will you love her, 

comfort her, honour and keep her in sickness and in health and forsaking 

all others keep only unto her, so long as you both shall live? 

Blake responds: “I do.” 

Celebrant addresses Alana 

Alana, do you take Blake to be your wedded husband, will you love him, 

comfort him, honour and keep him in sickness and in health and forsaking 

all others keep only unto him, so long as you both shall live? 

Alana responds: "I do." 

Vows 

Blake and Alana have prepared their own vows, which they will now share 

with each other, and you all. 

Celebrant hands Blake his Vows and Zac Alana’s ring 

Lani, you are my greatest companion, the Lilly to my Marshall. 

I promise to always be there for you, in any way you need me. 

If you need a laugh and to just forget the outside world, I’m there for you. 

If you need a shoulder and tissues or to just relax in front of the TV, I’m 
there for you. 

If you need shelter from the rain or warmth in the cold, I’m there for you.  

If you need a cuddle after a stressful day or to rant about anything, I’m 
there for you. 
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Whatever you need, whenever you need it, just remember - I’m there for you. 

Love You. 

Celebrant hands Alana her vows and Liza Blake’s ring: 

Blake, you are my best friend; you are kind, intelligent, creative, funny, and 

so easily entertained. 

You have supported me, encouraged me, comforted me, and inspired me. 

I like who I am with you, I like who we are together, and I can’t imagine my 

life without you. I want to grow up and grow old with you, to build a family, 

and learn to play bridge, because together we can do anything. 

I promise to support your decisions, celebrate your triumphs, and despair in 

your hardships as though they are my own. 

I promise to trust and respect you, and to always tell you what I’m thinking. 

I promise to never try and change you, or take you for granted, but to 

appreciate what you do, and tell you so. 

I will remain your lover, partner, and friend for as long as we live. Because 

you are my favourite; you are for keeps. I love you. 

Ring Exchange 

Alana and Blake will now exchange rings.  

The custom of giving and receiving rings reminds us that love itself is an act 

of giving and receiving. It represents a belief and trust in togetherness and a 

commitment signifying to all, the bond of marriage the two of you share.  

Traditionally, the circle of the ring represented the symbol of the sun, the 

earth and the universe, wholeness and perfection, peace and love.  

Today it is a symbol of their commitment to each other. 

Celebrant: Liza: please pass Blake’s ring to Alana. Alana please take Blake’s 

left hand and place his ring on his third finger and holding it there repeat 

after me:  

 

Blake, I call upon the persons here present to witness that I, Alana Rae 

Teasdale, take you, Blake Johnathon Gatley, to be my lawfully wedded 

husband.  
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I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and faithfulness to you, today, 

tomorrow, and always. To infinity and beyond. 

 

Now slide the ring fully onto his finger. 

 

Zac: please pass Alana’s ring to Blake. Blake please take Alana’s left hand 

and place her ring on her third finger and holding it there repeat after me: 

 

Alana, I call upon the persons here present to witness that I, Blake 

Johnathon Gatley, take you Alana Rae Teasdale, to be my lawfully wedded 

wife.  

I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and faithfulness to you, today, 

tomorrow, and always. To infinity and beyond. 

 

Now slide the ring fully onto her finger. 

Celebrant: 

 

Blake and Alana, these rings are not the most important thing that you give 

each other today. What you give each other now is your unconditional love, 

trust and respect. These things cannot be taken off, and they cannot be lost. 

They will be with you always.  

Declaration: 

Blake and Alana, today in the presence of your family and friends, you have 

celebrated the love that you have for each other. On behalf of us all here 

today I wish you lives full of joy and happiness, and all the ups and downs 

that make a good marriage. I welcome Blake to our family and take delight 

in saying that by the powers vested in me I now pronounce you husband 

and wife. 

 

Blake you may now kiss your bride. Applause 

 

Signing of the Registers 

Family and friends, I ask that you please remain where you are while we 

sign the Marriage Registers. I invite our two witnesses, Zac and Liza, to join 

us at the signing table.  

 

While we get the paperwork done please enjoy the beautiful sounds of our 

soloist Shanul, whose music holds a special place in the hearts of Blake and 

Alana.  
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We do the signing and then slowly return to the front – Celebrant to the side 

and Blake and Alana stand together. Celebrant announces: 

 

Before we finish, I have a few housekeeping notes – at the end of the 

ceremony please allow the Bridal party to leave for their photo shoot before 

the light disappears – while they are gone please enjoy each other’s company 

and step aside as we reset this space for the Reception. The bar will be open 

for drinks and the pizza service will commence shortly. Thank you all for 

your patience, and please give a round of applause for our soloist Shanul 

who has travelled from Melbourne just to entertain you. Applause. 

 

Presentation of the Certificate: 

Blake and Alana, I am delighted to present you with your Marriage 

Certificate. I am thrilled to have been part of your wonderful life celebration, 

it is something very special to officiate the wedding of my daughter and her 

loved one, and on behalf of us all I wish you many more celebrations in your 

future.  

 

Presentation of Couple: 

Family and friends, I have great pleasure in presenting for the very first time 

–  Mr and Mrs Gatley. 
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Lisa Joy Teasdale 

Life Celebrant 

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

0404 023 876 
Lisa@lisajoyteasdale.com.au 

www.lisajoyteasdale.com.au  
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